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Furman athletics
Fast for\Nard
Turgeon set to build on standout freshman season

When women's soccer coach Brian Lee

was recruiting Emily Turgeon of Raleigh,
N.C., two summers ago, he could have
developed neck strain from the amount of
time he spent looking over his shoulder.
He was convinced that Turgeon was
one of the great soccer talents in the
country, and he couldn't help but wonder
how long it would be before the nation's
premier programs discovered her.
It wasn't that Turgeon was a total
secret. A high school All-American, she
was being recruited by the likes of Alabama
and Louisiana State. But she wasn't being
courted by the major women's soccer
programs in the Atlantic Coast Conference,
most of which were right in her backyard.
"The moment I saw Emily I thought
she was one of the best players in the
country," Lee says. "Later, I watched her
at an Olympic development camp where
she went one-on-one with the top recruit
in the nation, and Emily just smoked her."
The North Carolinas and Dukes never
joined the hunt, though, and Lee coaxed
Turgeon into the Lady Paladin program.
And last fall, after preseason practice was
over and the team had played a few
games, Lee had to admit that his instincts
hadn't been entirely correct. Turgeon was
even better than he had thought.
She moved into the starting lineup at
forward by the second game of the season
and began scoring at an u nprecedented
pace. She produced hat tricks (three goals
in a game) against Mississippi State and
Wofford, and scored important goals in
victories over Georgetown and Vanderbilt.
She scored twice in the last seven minutes
of a 2 - 1 victory over Davidson, including
the game-winner with 28 seconds to play,
and had two goals in a 3-1 defeat of South
Carolina. By season's end, her 23 goals
and 1 7 assists made her the nation's
leading scorer.
Turgeon also became the first women's
soccer player in Southern Conference
history to be named Freshman of the Year
and Player of the Year in the same season.
She was one of 1 1 finalists for the Soccer
Buzz National Freshman of the Year, and
she was only the second Furman women's
34

soccer player to earn All-America status.
She also became just the third Furman
freshman, joining basketball player Rushia
Brown and swimmer Angel Myers, to win
the university's Edna Hartness Female
Athlete of the Year Award.
Remarkably, Turgeon had never played
the forward position until she came to
Furman, which could help explain why she
wasn't more highly recruited. She had
always played midfielder. But because she
is fast, strong and incredibly determined,
Lee never thought about playing her
anywhere else.
"She can run as fast dribbling a soccer
ball as she can run," says Lee. "You don't
see that very often. She's also willing to
run right at players, to try and beat a player
first before passing the ball. That's what
makes a great scorer."
Debbie Hensley, the coach at Western
Carolina, agrees. "She gets the ball and
goes straight to the goal," Hensley says.
"It doesn't matter who's in the way. It's
nothing fancy, nothing crafty. It's just sheer
determination. She's strong and she can
just plow through defenses."
Turgeon plows through life with the
same determination. She is constantly
smiling, talking and bouncing around as if
she's plugged into a 1 20-volt outlet. She
is a big fan of the Beatles and Bob Dylan
- even though her roommate threatened
her more than once about having to listen
to Dylan - and the message on her
answering machine features her imper
sonation of Harry Garay, the late Chicago
Cubs' broadcaster.
"Emily is a super friendly, effusive,
gregarious, fun-loving kid," Lee says. "Her
enthusiasm is infectious."
And while she doesn't have a lot to say
about her soccer talent, she admits that her
enthusiasm for the game is her greatest
strength.
"I really love being out there, and I've
loved it since I was five years old," she says.
"There's never been one moment in any
game where I've been thinking that I don't
want to be out here. It makes me care

Emily Turgeon's exploits on the soccer field
earned her a mention in the "Faces in the Crowd"
section of Sports Ill ustrated.

about every little play, the smallest details
of the game."
It might seem difficult for Turgeon to
improve on her freshman year, but Lee
expects that she will. ''There's no doubt
she was among the best 1 0 or 1 2 forwards
in the country last year," he says. "Her goal
now is to be among the top three or four
forwards."
Turgeon says the best thing about her
freshman season is that it means she still
has three years left. The Lady Paladins
posted a 20-3 record in 2000 (9-0 in the
conference) and qualified for the NCAA
tournament for the second consecutive
year.
"Last year's senior class laid a strong
foundation for the program," she says, "and
they did it in a very short amount of time.
We have a lot of people coming back and
a good freshman class, so I think we're just
going to get better. We're moving up."
- Vince Moore

